
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 10:1-16 

 

 

Someone again summarize where we are at in the overall story? 

• Mark 10:1-16 

• Mark 10:1 

Where are they? Why is this significant? 

They are on the road to Jerusalem (11:1) 

Though Jesus tries to remain hidden, He simply can’t escape them 

• Mark 10:2-9 

What was the Pharisees question? Why do you think they are asking this? 

Possibly provoking Him to outwardly be against Herod 

 

What was the Pharisees assumption? 

What is the basic problem behind there question? 

First, seemed to assume that the very existence of Moses’ allowance meant he was OK with it 

Granting Saul as their King 

More than that, that Moses’ “allowing” something meant it was something God was for 

Most Jews assumed that a man had an inalienable right to divorce his wife 

In fact, the Greek word used for bill of divorce was a word used for property 

You can see their view and what it has become 

Why would they be guilty…they were simply getting rid of property 

• Mark 10:7-8 

Spiritual retreat this weekend – walking on beach just overwhelmed with my love for Linda and appreciation 

One of the greatest changes in our marriage is that we very rarely compete 

Marriage is not a competition…there is NO WINNING as an individual any more 

What do I mean by that? 

By the way, that is what Jesus is trying to explain that the Kingdom is like 

It is not about being first…it is about abandoned love and union 

 

Also, it is interesting that they are more interested in what they are ALLOWED to do than what God ultimately desires 

What a contrast to what Jesus brings 

They are looking at getting by before God, Jesus brings His new Kingdom, one from the inside 

One with reckless abandon 

In fact, look at the very next passage 

• Mark 10:17-21 

 

What Moses did and said in the Old Testament was in a sense a compromise for their lack of obedience 

It was a way of protecting wives from brutal abandonment, and children as well 

It freed a wife from being abandoned and then accused of adultery when she went forward with her life 

Cool too, the passage they are referring to is in Deut 24, but that is not the manual for marriage 

That is found in Genesis 1-2 and is quoted here 

It is also important to note that in the parallel passage in Math. 19, the caveat on divorce is added 

“Except for immorality” 

You also later find a further grounds for divorce in I Cor. 7:15 (an unbelieving partner) 

 

Jesus is bluntly saying, in Moses’ day, the Israelites were not able to fulfill the Creators intentions 

And it is still happening…they need Jesus…they need the Kingdom to break forth! 

 

One more note…that verse He quotes from Genesis also goes on to say we are created in God’s image 

This is again Jesus’ Kingdom breaking forth….renewal thru Jesus, moving beyond duty to freedom 

Reflecting the glory of Christ to the unsaved world 

Jesus is communicating that He is the return to Genesis 

 



• Mark 10:10-12 

Why does Jesus wait to give His answer in detail? 

Again, we are at the Jordon, near Jerusalem, the last time someone spoke against divorce was John 

 

Interesting the link that follows… 

• Mark 10:13-16 

Do you see any link? 

When you focus on duty, people automatically matter less, or worse not at all 

Focus on duty and works, and “just doing the right thing” as if that is the greatest call 

It ultimately is extremely self-centered…notice the children are forgotten in all of this 

You get frustrated by other people 

Why? 

 

Andy Lawrence – amazed at how he treated his ex-wife’s boyfriend 

I was even more amazed at his answer…I have no choice but to forgive…for the sake of my kids 

 

That is the Kingdom taking over! 

 


